
Inside this issue: 

     I can’t believe how the summer has flown by. I hope yours was fun and that you 
had lots of family and/or friends around to help you enjoy the sunny days and the 
rainy ones as well. Maybe you got some quilting done on those rainy days. Thank 
you to those who worked so hard for the Guild last year – officers, committee 
chairs, the tireless creative meticulous workers who created the Quilt Show, those 
who volunteered to sell Raffle Quilt tickets in different locations, and those who 
help make us comfortable and sure we are going to win something at meetings and 
workshops. Another huge thank you to those who have stepped up and offered to fill 
our leadership positions for the coming year. We are looking forward to a new year 
in the Guild with a few changes. Please check the Newsletter for details about the 
change in our meeting place to Houlton Regional Hospital and about our content as 
we drop back to three workshops and a year off from meeting with Katahdin Shad-
ows. The meeting rooms at the hospital are easily accessed from the rear with an 
elevator nearby to take us up. We cannot park near the door but we can drop off 
there then park in a nearby parking lot. 
     We have decided to include a brief summary of each monthly meeting’s “doings” 
in our Newsletter in order to keep everyone well informed. We will not sponsor a 
Mystery Bus Tour or a Mystery Quilt workshop this year but we are making plans 
for a bus trip to Pine Tree Quilters Annual Quilt Show, and the Mystery Quilt??  
Well, you will have to check page 4 to uncover that mystery. 
      Rita 
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The President’s Message 

Upcoming Meetings (NOTE TIME CHANGES)

October 1 from 6:30 to 9:00 PM we will meet at Houlton Regional Hospital using the back entrance.  Fat Quarter 
selection is Red.  Mini-workshops will be on “The Basics of Rulers”.  Register and pay for November 8 workshop.  If we don’t 
have 15 paid registrations at this meeting, we will cancel the November workshop.  Register for March 7, and April 4 work-
shops.  Register for Fabric Garden Challenge.  Fill out forms and draw names for a Secret Pal if you choose to participate.  Re-
new your Guild membership at a cost of $18 (if you have not already done so).  Remember that $12 of each membership fee 
goes to Pine Tree Quilters for your membership there. 

November 5 from 6:30 to 9:00 PM we will meet at Houlton Regional Hospital.  Fat Quarter selection is black and 
white. Mini-workshops will be on “More of the Basics as well as Gadgets”.  We have agreed as a Guild to support a Bag Buddy 
Swap.  If you choose to participate, please bring 5 fat quarters of your choice in an unmarked paper bag with a note including 
your name, mailing address, phone number and email address.  Participation is entirely your choice. When you leave the meet-
ing you will pick up a bag that isn’t yours and sign a sheet that indicates that you have chosen to participate in the Bag Buddy 
Swap.  Between November 5 and May 4 you will make something from the fabric in the bag then bring that item to the May 4 
meeting with the item and the original card in a gift bag.  Distribution of the completed items to their owners will be a wild and 
fanciful time as we usually forget what we put in the bag for fat quarters.  If you have any questions about how this all works, 
please ask someone at your next Guild meeting.  Register for Fabric Garden Challenge.  Register for January Retreat. 

November 8 from 9:00 am to 3:00 PM at Houlton Regional Hospital we will enjoy a workshop taught by Jay 
Kilpatrick who has presented exciting and fun workshops for the Guild in the past.  Tammy reports on the details and material 
requirements for this workshop in this issue of the Newsletter. 
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Friends & Needles 24th annual quilt show, Mother Earth and 

Her Seasons transformed the Elks Lodge as if by magic into a flow 
of color and excitement that permeated every corner of the wonder-
ful old building. The two compliment each other to perfection. Peo-
ple traveled from Fredericton, Portland, Rockland, Bangor and other 
places far and near to enjoy the show. Comments like “As good as 
the Pine Tree Quilters’ State Show”, “a jewel that needs to be shared 
far and wide” and “wouldn’t miss it for the world” were enjoyed by 
everyone working at the show. 

The magic of creating the show involved lots and lots of hard 
work and creativity. Carrying all those quilt racks and beautiful 
flowers and accessories and quilts fell to a great crew of guild mem-
bers, husbands and other family members who appeared to lend a 

hand on Wednesday 
evening, all day 
Thursday and late Sunday afternoon. A huge thank you to each person 
who so willingly takes on the work and the cheerful spirit each brings. 
     Our featured quilters, Arline Dickison and Aileen Smith or “Dicki 
and Smittty” as Karen so aptly called them, filled two rooms to over-
flowing with their beautiful quilts and quilted items. With more than 
50 years of quilting between the two of them their work was greatly 
appreciated by each person attending the show. I was particularly 
struck by how proud their loving families are of these quilters. You 
rock! 
     Tammy Ritchie’s Four Season Quilt beckoned all to the beauty of 
Mother Earth and Her Seasons displayed on the second floor. Lorrie’s 
antique family quilts and their writings drew everyone’s attention and 
admiration at the head of the stairs preparing people to step into the 
Four Season’s display 
with amazement. Circling 
from Spring through all 
the season’s to Winter 

people enjoyed the arrangement, accessorizing, and color of the displays. 
Old and young stood mesmerized in admiration of individual quilts – 
creativity, color, design, and skill all outstanding. 

Our vendors, Rather-B-Quilting, Garden Gate, Mariner’s Compass 
and The Fabric Garden filled the large first floor room with fabric and 
notions and books and quilts to the ceiling. They add an enrichment and 
enticement to spend to our show that is very much appreciated by pa-
trons of our quilt show. 

The Silent Auction drew a great deal of attention with its wide vari-
ety of great items that were offered. Bidding was brisk from the opening 
of the show but grew to a frenzy shortly before two on Sunday. 

Our guest artist/author, Sieglinde Schoen-Smith, appearance created 
quite the buzz within the community and quilting world.  Her quilt’s 
beauty spoke to people of all ages.  As she autographed copies of her 
book, she made all who visited her exhibit feel welcome as she shared 
her story and the story of the quilt over and over again. 

At our preview evening Sieglinde spoke about the birth of her quilt 
and how the quilt has helped her in coping with the death of her son.  
(Continued on page 3) 

Mother Earth and Her Seasons Mother Earth and Her Seasons Mother Earth and Her Seasons Mother Earth and Her Seasons Rita Kingsbury    



Large Quilt Category 

First Place –  LouAnn Ritchie       Second Place –  Marilyn Prince    Third Place – Lauren Harvey (left)  

 Peace Cranes                                Summer Lake Log Cabin                  Summer’s End  (with her Gram & Mom)                          

Honorable Mention – Tammy Ritchie – Mary’s Quilt 
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Small Quilt Category 

MOTHER EARTH AND  HER SEASONS - WINNING  QUILTS 
Joanne Carpenter 

First Place – Joanne Carpenter              Second Place – Tammy Ritchie            Third Place –  Tricia McCarthy  

   County Quilt Revisited                                    Four Seasons                                                 Giraffic Park 

Honorable Mention – Marilyn Prince - Carpenter Star 

She spoke these final words “I noticed that everyone who views this quilt goes away with a smile and my son had 
that same effect on people – so I see my son’s smile in each of your eyes”. 

Sieglinde sent a note to thank Friends and Needle Quilt Guild for a wonderful weekend in Houlton and at our 
show.  It reads “Dear Friends from the quilting world of Maine.  We would like to thank you for all the love you gave 
so freely while we were in your lovely town!  You will be remembered for a long time!  Thank you, thank you – with 
much love to all.  Bill and Sieglinde Shoen-Smith.”  Also Bob and Gail Jones sent a thank you note for the wonderful 
time they had in Maine and she appreciated the potato cookbook courtesy of the Houlton Chamber of Commerce.  
Both the Smiths and Jones were so impressed with the hospitality offered by our Guild.  Sieglinde said we had set the 
standard very high and she will always compare all future book signings or quilt shows to the weekend we provided 
for them.  Great Job everyone!!     SEE MORE PHOTOS OF SHOW at http://www.firstchoicerealestate.com/

(Continued from page 2) 
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    Our 4th annual Silent Auction was once again a suc-
cessful enterprise.  Twenty-one creative ladies contrib-
uted twenty-three beautiful pieces - including table run-
ners, wall hangings, a set of placemats with napkins, 
various types of bags, a pillow, a kitchen set consisting of 
apron, towel and hot pad, and more.  Our sale this year 
brought in a total of $883.00. 
    Thanks to all who worked to the wee hours making 
items for the auction:  Sheila Belyea, Amanda Campbell, 
Peggy Crane, Gayle Cyr, Gloria Folsom, Leigh Griffith, 

Kim Hazlett, Jean Kervin, Rita Kingsbury, Lorrie Little, 
Sarah Lovejoy, Mary Lowery, Tricia McCarthy, Bonnie 
McNally, Jennifer Metzger, Marilyn Prince, Tammy 
Ritchie, Deb Small, Aileen Smith, Mary Ann Stewart, 
and our prolific Stephanie Pearce, who donated three 
very popular Kaleidoscope Blue items. 

    Thanks also to our generous bidders and Sheila Belyea, 
who arrived too late to bid, but made a donation to help 

     us match last year’s total. 

2008 Mini Quilt Silent Auction2008 Mini Quilt Silent Auction2008 Mini Quilt Silent Auction2008 Mini Quilt Silent Auction    
By Sarah Lovejoy

December 3 from 6:00 to 9:00 PM  we will meet at the First Baptist Church Fellowship Hall for our Christmas Party 
that begins with a Potluck Supper.  Please bring a dish to share with everyone and a gift for the Yankee Swap if you choose to par-
ticipate.  The Guild will take care of paper goods, punch, coffee and table decorations, etc.  The theme for the planned Yankee 
Swap is “snowflakes” with your participation entirely your choice.  All items must be handmade, though not necessarily by you, 
but should have a value between $15 and $25.  This could be one of those times you choose to support the wonderful craft and gift 
fairs happening in our community. There will be no fat quarter raffle at this meeting. Please also bring canned goods to donate to a 
Food Cupboard of our choice.  Register for January Retreat. 

(Continued from page 1) 

HMMMM??  A VIRTUAL MYSTERY QUILT????? 
    
Some people really would like to do a mystery quilt, but since we are not doing our usual mystery 

quilt in March, Sue Young has offered to do a “virtual” mystery quilt.  She will be the contact 
person and will e-mail each step monthly to those who would like to participate.   She will also 
arrange to have the various steps available at all of the meetings as well.  

We tried to figure out a way to put the clues/steps into the newsletter, but space would just not allow 
it.  She has a pattern chosen and Rita and Sue will be doing this with you. 

So for all of you die-hard mystery quilt lovers here is her contact info:              
                      
                   Sue Young   -   tuhkis@localnet.com  -  532-7286 
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   VENDOR’S CORNER 

2008-2009 OFFICERS & COMMITTEE CHAIRS 

President              Rita Kingsbury - rmkme@ainop.com       429-9359 
V President      Joyce Fitzpatrick -  jaf@pwless.net   532-9035 
Treasurer             Jody Harvey - harv@pwless.net               532-3006 
Secretary             Sarah Lovejoy - tan.kahk@yahoo.com      532-2831 
Newsletter      Joyce Fitzpatrick & Lisa Perfitt 
Reporter  to Patchwork Press (State  Newsletter) Joyce Fitzpatrick 
Publicity      Kim Hazlett 
Membership        Jean Kervin & Jennifer Metzger 
Hospitality      Joanne Carpenter 
Refreshments      Joanne Grant & Carol Cyr 
Raffle Quilt      Kim Hazlett, Joanne Carpenter,  
                           Rita Kingsbury & Stephanie  Pearce 
Quilt Tickets       Heather Zakupowsky & Barbara Sharp                          
Meeting Mini-workshops - Gloria Folsom & Mary Ann Stewart 
Workshops      Tammy Ritchie & Tricia McCarthy 
Activities      Kim Hazlett 
Historians            Karen Gallop & Jean Tompkins 
Entertainment      Mary Ann Stewart & Gloria Folsom

Mariners Compass Quilt Shop 
190 Front Street 
Bath, ME 04530 
207-443-2900 
www.marinerscompass.com

The Fabric Garden 
167 Lakewood Road 
Madison, ME 04950 
207-474-8449 
www.fabricgarden.com

Stitches R the Frosting on the Quilt 
162 Elm Street 
Newport, ME 04953 
207-368-3340 
www.stitchesfabricyarn.com

Peggy Crane 
“Rather-B-Quilting” 
238 Lincoln Road 
Hodgdon, ME 04730 
207-532-9229  
Tue & Thu  5:30-8:00 pm 
Sat 1:00-8:00 pm

Garden Gate Fabrics 
2184 Chapman Road 
Chapman, Maine 
207-764-2995 or 
551-4995 

http://www.freequiltpatterns.info/QuiltCategories/FreeEasyQuiltPatterns.htm 

Moda free patterns - http://www.unitednotions.com/un_main.nsf/free_patterns 
Classic Cottons free patterns - http://www.classiccottons.com/t-freequiltpatterns.aspx  
    (Pattern for “Passion for Pansies” is available for download.  This quilt was made by  
      Kim Hazlett for Classic Cottons and featured in Keepsake Quilting Catalog as a kit) 
Hoffman  free patterns - http://www.hoffmanfabrics.com/content/content-folder.asp?FolderID=7 

FREE quick and easy 

                   quilt patterns  

If anyone has found an 
"orphaned" small blue vase from 
the quilt show I think it is 
mine.  Actually I am missing two 
of them.  They are not expensive, 
they just have sentimental value 
as they belonged to my Grammy!   
Thanks,  Mary Lowery

THE TRADING POST 

Mardens just called Kim and they 
are carrying some Waverly Fabric in 
the store presently – upholstery fab-
ric. 

They will carry in the future rem-
nants from other stores – ends of 
bolts but are trying to get a fabric 
section in the Houlton store.   



Our weekend of celebrating Bridgewater's 150th year was a huge success. Participants including quite a 
few men loved Quilts Old & New at Bridgewater Free Baptist Church, one of the historic buildings in town, 
and spent lots of time reading the stories of the old and new quilts as they threaded their way through the pews. 
Those on quilt racks around the 
church were placed to enhance 
rather than interfere with the won-
derful windows. Many enjoyed the 
beautiful building and quilts by sit-
ting for a chat with old friends. We 
really appreciated the loan of six of 
the Guild’s quilt racks for the show.  

Members of Friends & Needles 
sold about $200 in tickets and cer-
tainly helped to draw attention to us 
by setting up beside the front en-
trance to the church.  

Bridgewater Sesquicentennial 
Committee has made a donation of 
$200 to Friends & Needles Quilt 
Guild to use for Project Linus. 
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Bridgewater Quilt Show  by Rita Kingsbury 

Friends & Needles Quilt Guild has developed a Challenge sponsored by The Fabric Garden in honor of our 
25 years of quilt shows. Kayla will donate the kits described below to launch the Challenge in January that will 
culminate in a show of entries at our 2009 Quilt Show. 

Five colors will be chosen for the challenge. One half yard of one of them – either a focus fabric or a back-
ground fabric – will be included in the initial kit. One fat quarter each of the other four fabrics will be added to 
the kit. All five fabrics must be used on the front/outside of the item made. One fabric may be removed and up 
to three additional fabrics added. 

We will begin collecting the names of those interested in participating in the Fabric Garden Challenge at 
the October meeting. Kits will be delivered at our January meeting. Each kit is being donated by The Fabric 
Garden, 167 Lakewood Road, Madison, www.fabricgarden.com. 

Kayla’s minimum cut for the purchase of any additional fabrics is ¼ yard and her shop does not cut fat 
quarters. 

Kim Hazlett and Jennifer Metzger have agreed to participate in the selection of the five kit fabrics in the 
next month or so. Rita has two fabrics that Kayla sent with Jennifer as possibilities. 

Items made and entered in the 2009 Quilt Show will be judged by attendees just as our work has tradition-
ally been judged. We will create a separate category on the ballot for this purpose. Kayla will display Chal-
lenge winners in her shop for a few months. 

Question as yet unanswered: Is there a way to include items from this Fabric Garden Challenge that might 
be donated to the Guild in the Silent Auction at our 2009 Quilt Show? Or to auction them separately at the 
Quilt Show? Or to sell them in the Arts & Craft Fair in November 2009? Other ideas? 

Fabric Garden Challenge Fabric Garden Challenge Fabric Garden Challenge Fabric Garden Challenge Rita Kingsbury    
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Workshop News 
Tammy Ritchie

Hello Fellow Quilters, 
     Fall is upon us and a full exciting year of meetings, classes, workshops and visiting with one another is 
in store for us. What a year we are going to have. A new location will make our meetings and classes some-
thing new and fun!! I am excited to have Tricia McCarthy helping me this year and between the two of us, 
we will try to find something for everyone. 
     Only three workshops will be held this year and we are starting right out in November with Jay 
Kilpatrick. I only had two people give me ideas on the sign-up sheet and I took those and ran with them. 
One person wrote “stars or points” and the other one wrote “Something Christmas or winter”. Therefore, I 
asked Jay to incorporate both. She is going to teach us a way to make points from a half square triangle that 
are perfect every time! (Her words – not mine, as mine are NEVER perfect every time) A sweet Christmas 
Wreath was her choice and a nice size to get finished by Thanksgiving to enjoy for the holidays. 
     November’s workshop will be held on November 8th from 9 until 3 and please bring a bag lunch and we 
will take a half hour lunch break. Our workshop will be held at the Hospital Education Center room on the 
third floor. You can come in through the back of the hospital and take the elevator to the third floor. The 
cost of this workshop is $10.00 for members and $20.00 for non-members. 
     This wall hanging is 36 X 36 finished and the following are some of the required fabrics.  Jay is going to 
have a hand-out for our October meeting but this will help in advance.  Make sure you sign up and pay for 
your class spot as classes will be cancelled unless 15 people are signed up and paid. If you cannot attend a 
meeting in order to sign up – send your money and tell a friend to sign you up. 

 Jay suggests the following fabrics: 
    3 Green fabrics (light, medium and dark) 1/8 of a yard 
each or if you like scrappy, use lots of greens. 
    3 Red fabrics (light, medium and dark) 1/8 yard each or if 
again, you like scrappy, use a variety of reds. 
     Light background (she uses white) ½ yard. 
      
     Our next workshop will be on March 7th with Kim 
Hazlett. She will teach us fusible appliqué of the flowers 
that she wanted to teach us last year before her surgery in-
terfered.  She will teach all parts of the block – making the 
foundation, cutting and applying the flowers, and stay 
stitching them down.  Some prep work will be done ahead 
of time.  More info on this at later meetings and in the Janu-
ary newsletter. 

     April’s workshop will be held on April 4th.  Brittany Benn will teach us Reversible Quilting which is a 
fun way to use up scraps of fabric and batting. Until then, Brittany wishes to tell the members to save scraps 
of batting for this project as all batting will be cut into between 7 inch and 9 inch squares so, scraps are 
great.  Again, we will have further info and pictures to go by in future newsletters but start saving your bat-
ting – whatever your favorite batting is will work fine, Brittany says. 
     As always, you can reach me by e-mail at drake@pwless.net with any questions. 
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January 23, 24, 25, 2009  -  Friday at 3PM to Sunday 4PM 
First Settlers Lodge, Weston, ME - $285 for 2 nights accommodations 

Double occupancy/six meals/taxes/gratuities
     Where does the time go - just seems like yesterday Marilyn was creating a beautiful Boston Commons 
while Joyce was completing a UFO project for her home.  The Friends and Needles UFO Sewing Retreat has a 
tentative date set for January 23rd, 24th and 25th, Friday through Sunday (just waiting for confirmation but the 
innkeepers are away) at First Settlers Lodge in Weston. 
     Cost will be $285.00 double occupancy, which includes lodging, all meals, gratuities and taxes and a won-
derful haven to quilt with your friends. 
     Please sign up at the meeting or give Kim a call at 532 1550.  To reserve your place at the retreat please 
make a check payable to Friends and Needle Quilt Guild for $50.00 deposit to our Treasurer by January 7th 
(final count to the lodge by January 12th).  First Settlers Lodge can accommodate 15 guild retreaters. The bal-
ance of cost of $235.00 is to be paid in full on Sunday, January 25th by each attendee.  Hours are from 3:00PM 
on Friday until 4:00 PM on Sunday.  Bring a new project or unfinished ones from home and enjoy the beauti-
ful sunsets while sitting at your sewing machine. 

7th Annual Friends and Needle UFO Sewing Retreat 7th Annual Friends and Needle UFO Sewing Retreat 7th Annual Friends and Needle UFO Sewing Retreat 7th Annual Friends and Needle UFO Sewing Retreat Kim Hazlett

     Calling all guild members!  There are  just two 
months left to participate in our guild's largest fund 
raising event.  We need all members selling raffle 
tickets raising money for our Project Linus Chap-
ter as well as our scholarship fund.  Thanks to 
those volunteers who sold tickets at the craft fairs 
and our quilt show this summer.  Ticket sales 
to  date will be given in the treasurer's report.  We 
still need some volunteers to sell raffle tickets at 
the Holiday Craft Fair in late November.  Sign up 
will be available at the October meeting. 
  
     Congratulations to Freda Fontaine and Mary 
Creighton for each selling over $100 worth of raf-
fle tickets!  Rita Kingsbury has also sold over 
$100 just in response to the lovely email she cre-
ated.  The tickets are in books of 6 which sell for 
$5.00 or tickets may be sold individually for 
$1.00 each.  Tickets are available from Barb 
Sharpe (448-2730) or Heather Zakupowsky (448-
7266).  The final drawing for the quilt will be Sat-
urday November 29, 2008 at 4PM after the Holi-
day Arts and Craft Fair in Houlton.  
  
     Now let us get out there either via email or in 
person and SELL! SELL! SELL!     

RAFFLE QUILT   by Heather Zakupowsky
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For the new members in our group, let us introduce Project Linus to you.  Five years ago our Guild sponsored and 
formed a chapter of Project Linus for Houlton/Southern Aroostook County.  Project Linus is a volunteer based organi-
zation and comprised of hundreds of local chapters and thousands of volunteers across the United States. Each volun-
teer and local chapter all work together to help us achieve the Project Linus mission statement, which states: 

♦ First, it is our mission to provide love, a sense of security, warmth and comfort to children who are 
seriously ill, traumatized, or otherwise in need through the gifts of new, handmade blankets and af-
ghans, lovingly created by volunteer “blanketeers.”

♦ Second, it is our mission to provide a rewarding and fun service opportunity for interested individuals 
and groups in local communities, for the benefit of children. 

Together our chapter has distributed over 500 blankets to children in need since our formation of our chapter.  We 
have blankets at all emergency services, hospitals, schools, etc. from Mars Hill to Benedicta.  Project Linus gives blan-
kets to children in need from the ages of 0 to 18 and if you hear of a child in need of a blanket, please contact Kim 
Hazlett at 532 1550 or kquilts@pwless.net or Karen Gallop at 532 2445.  We will get a blanket to the child or in your 
hands as soon as possible.   

How can the Guild Members help?  We need fabric, fabric and more fabric.  If you could donate at least 1 yard or 
more of fabric that would be great.  Our fabric supplies have dwindled over the years and needs replenishing.  As we 
get closer to the Make A Blanket Day we will need donations of batting as well.   

This past summer we have received financial donations from many sources.  A huge thank you to the following: 
Bridgewater Bicentennial Committee for a monetary donation of $200.00 to our Project Linus chapter.  This 

money will be needed for the many purchases made for our Make A Blanket Day. 
Maine State Pine Tree Quilters Guild mailed each Project Linus Chapter in the State of Maine a $200 Visa card 

which Karen and Kim used to purchase 90 yards of fabric from Houlton’s Wal-Mart’s clearance sales.  
Mardens also contributed over $500.00 to each Maine State Project Linus Chapter, which monies are being held by 

the headquarters of Project Linus and can be used for our needs as well.   
Other Contributions made to our Chapter: 
Joanne Grant, a guild member, contributed 2 large bags of quilt tops with backings for our future Make A Blanket 

Day – thank you Joanne for your large donation. 
Hip Hoppers 4-H Club has contributed several blankets to our chapter.  Their quilts won many ribbons at several 

shows this summer and now are being passed over to our chapter to be received by a child.  Thank you Hip Hoppers! 
What can you do as a Project Linus Blanketeer?  Spread the word of our community service to organizations or 

individuals.  If you would like to make blocks or quilt tops you can donate them to our chapter.   
What can you donate?  Blankets to be donated to the Guild chapter are to be handmade and can be knitted, cro-

cheted, handmade fleece, handmade blankets or quilts.  Each blanket received by us will be labeled with the Project 
Linus and put in our cupboard waiting for a child in need.  You can donate fabric, blocks already made, quilt tops, bat-
ting or your time to organize our Blanket cupboard.  Sage Financial of Houlton has donated a large space to our organi-
zation.  We are getting ready to start organizing the area for our quilts.  We are also in need of blanketeers who would 
sew on labels, tie quilts and wash them.  Karen and Kim will bring some to the quilt meetings with directions on how 
they need to be finished for pick up or we can meet at Sage Financial to have the items picked up for finishing. 

Where can you drop off the blankets?  Pick up/drop off of the blankets can be done several ways: 
Call Kim or Karen for pick up or drop off – Kim 532 1550 or Karen at 532 2445 

Drop off places: 
Sage Financial – Main Street, Houlton 
Bear Paw Inn Contact – Lisa Burt at 425-6241, 94 Main St, Mars Hill   
Carol’s Country Yarns, Main Street, Houlton  
F. A. Peabody Company - contact Carol Curtis at 365 4238, 16 Station Road, Sherman, ME 

If you would like to be a coordinator for an organization or drop off area for Project Linus Quilts, please give Kim 
or Karen a call. 

The Guild’s sponsorship of Project Linus has created many smiles to many faces, comfort when it is needed and 
service to our communities that gives so many rewards to all who receive and give.   

PROJECT LINUS PROJECT LINUS PROJECT LINUS PROJECT LINUS Kim Hazlett & Karen Gallop    



Each year our guild hosts a Make A Blanket Day in February, which is a huge sewing bee to make quilts 
for our Project Linus cupboards.  We break records each year of how many blankets are made to fill the 
shelves.  We know this event is several months away but it is not too early to start planning for it.  We are 
looking for some help at Make A Blanket Day.  Last year we had over 90 blanketeers arrive for a sewing bee 
producing over 100 blankets in one day.  This day takes some organization and we are looking for coordinators 
of prime areas.  Please give consideration of coordinating an area during the MABD by giving Kim or Karen a 
call or email (Kim 532 2550 kquilts@pwless.net – Karen Phone only – 532-2445.  Areas Coordinators are 
needed as follows: 
Make A Blanket Day Committee Chairs – Kim Hazlett and Karen Gallop 

Kitchen Duty Coordinator – this member will give provide comfort food to all of the blanketeers who 
arrive that day.  You will coordinate the pot luck luncheon offered at MABD.  Duties will include set 
up and clean up of the kitchen, offering hot and cold refreshments, and also some paper products pur-
chases for MABD.  Many organizations donate food and paper products for MABD as well as guild 
members bring in pot luck items.  
Reception Coordinator – This member would be at the front reception table greeting and guiding vol-
unteers to different stations providing a warm welcome for all who attend.  Coordinator will provide 
name tags for the volunteers, register volunteers for raffles, and give direction to the blanketeers for 
areas needing help.   
Gifts/Donations Coordinator – Committee Chair Lisa Perfitt will be our coordinator sending out let-
ters of request for donations for our Make A Blanket Day to national quilt companies.  It will be Christ-
mas everyday at her house as items are delivered over a couple of months.   Thank you Lisa for vol-
unteering again this year.   
Backing Room Coordinator – This individual(s) would gather the finished quilt tops and then match 
and square up the backings for the quilts, and then deliver them to the Layering section.   
Tacking area Coordinator – This individual(s) would teach and oversee volunteers tying the finished 
quilts. 
Sewing Label area Coordinator – This individual(s) would teach and hand sew on Project Linus la-
bels on the finished quilts and keep a tally of finished quilts to report at the end of the day. 
Squaring up section Coordinator – This individual(s) will coordinate the preparation of the layered 
quilt by rotary cutting away the excess batting and backing to ready the quilt for sewing.  
Layering section Coordinator – We need one to two members to coordinate and layer the quilts and 
quilt backings to prepare for sewing. 

Your help in any of these areas will be a rewarding experience.  Give it consideration and give Kim a call at 
532 1550 or Karen at 532 2445. 

The Blanket Beacon 

Newsletter offered by Project Linus Headquarters 

A reminder to our blanketeers, especially those who are 
new to your chapter, to subscribe to The Blanket Beacon 
on the Project Linus website. This is a quarterly newslet-

ter, and is only available once per quarter when it is emailed to everyone on the list. So if you sign up follow-
ing the issue’s distribution you will not receive a newsletter until the NEXT quarter’s issue.  This newsletter is 
full of information about the organization, volunteers and links for easy projects to make for Project Linus.  
You can subscribe for the newsletter by going to www.projectlinus.org.  When the home page of project-
linus.org comes up go to the left hand column and click on NEWSLETTER.  Type in your information in the 
form provided and the name of the chapter is Houlton/Southern Aroostook County Project Linus Chapter.  
You will receive the newsletter when they are published. 

MAKE A BLANKET DAY MAKE A BLANKET DAY MAKE A BLANKET DAY MAKE A BLANKET DAY ----    PROJECT LINUS PROJECT LINUS PROJECT LINUS PROJECT LINUS Kim Hazlett & Karen Gallop    
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September Meeting Notes  September Meeting Notes  September Meeting Notes  September Meeting Notes  by    Rita Kingsbury    

1. The group voted to move our meetings and workshops to Houlton Regional Hospital for the 2008 – 2009 year.  
The only event scheduled for St. Mary’s is our Project Linus Make A Blanket Day 

2. We voted to move our monthly meeting time from 7:00 to 6:30 PM. 

3. We will not have a potluck in November as we agreed to take a year off from meeting with Katahdin Shadows. 
The Christmas Party, Project Linus Make A Blanket Day and June meetings will be potlucks. 

4. We will begin our own Bag Buddy Swap by exchanging fabrics (Five Fat Quarters in a plain paper bag) at the 
November meeting. 

5. Jo Ann Dunphy distributed a Quilt Show report along with research on the cost of a PA system. 

6. Lisa Burtt reported that she has a small PA system that we can borrow when we need one. The hospital room in 
which we will be meeting this year has a PA system that we will be able to use if it’s necessary. It’s hoped that 
the acoustics there will be better than at St Mary’s. 

7. Tammy reported that we will have three workshops this year. The three workshops this year will occur in No-
vember, March and April at Houlton Regional Hospital.  Any workshop will be cancelled if we have less than 
fifteen paid participants. It was voted to give Dot Fitzpatrick a year off from the Mystery Quilt Workshop.  Sue 
Young suggested that we do one using a selected online site and publish the information in our Newsletter. 
Joyce and Sue will go forward with that idea. 

8. Tammy presented a proposal for next year’s quilt show location prepared by Mary Lowery. After some discus-
sion the group voted to continue to use the Elks Lodge for our quilt show. 

9. It was voted to have a Yankee Swap at our Christmas Party.  We also decided to adopt Secret Pals as proposed 
by Joanne Carpenter. Forms to be used for that purpose were circulated and filled out. We will draw from the 
collected forms at our October meeting. 

10. Each person on our Telephone Tree was adopted by an e-mail-using guild member who pledges to keep that 
person informed of what is going on. 

11. Heather and Barbara reported on the raffle ticket sales on our Kaleidoscope Blues. Members were strongly en-
couraged to get busy selling tickets.  Heather and Barbara volunteered to fulfill the same role next year with the 
2009 Raffle Quilt as they have this year. 

12. The Guild voted to keep our dues at $18 as they were last year but to entertain the idea in June of raising them 
to $20 next year. 

13. The invitation from the Presque Isle/Caribou group to join them in their Mystery Bus Tour was read. Those 
interested wrote down the contact information. We decided not to have our own Mystery Bus Tour this year. It 
was voted that we will schedule a bus trip for our Guild to the Pine Tree Quilter’s Quilt Show in Augusta next 
July on the Saturday of the show with Sunday for a back up if we are unable to get the bus for Saturday. It was 
noted that the show hours are shorter on Sunday than Saturday making Saturday more favorable. It’s important 
that we do that scheduling as soon as possible. 

14. The guild in Woodstock is seeking a joint meeting in the spring. Peggy Crane is looking into some sort of a 
Trunk Show or the like that both groups might enjoy. We will need to have this plan in place by the first of the 
year. 

15. The Guild wants the January Retreat plans to go forward. 

16. Mary Ann and Gloria posted a sheet and asked members to jot down what they might like to have for monthly 
mini workshops our Wednesday evening meetings and what anyone might be willing to share. The plan is to 
start with the basics like cutting tools and how to use them. The mini-workshops will use a format similar to 
that used for the quilting ones at a spring meeting – three people simultaneously offering the same information 

17. Newsletter (1 of 3 to be published this year):  Publisher of first issue is Joyce.  Lisa will publish the second is-
sue January 1, and Joyce will publish the third issue April 1. 

18. Next year’s quilt show will be our 25th at which time we may honor our own work by recalling all the Raffle 
Quilts that have been made and raffled by the Guild. On the 15th Anniversary the Guild was able to recall all 
fifteen. The Houlton Chamber of Commerce has been contacted for the dates of 2009 Potato Feast Days and we 
have been informed that those dates have not yet been established. 



Joyce Fitzpatrick, Editor 
Friends & Needles Newsletter 
100 Pleasant Street 
Houlton, ME  04730 

Oct 1 -  6:30 - Monthly Meeting - Houlton Regional Hospital 

Nov 5 - 6:30 - Monthly Meeting -  Houlton Regional Hospital 

Nov 8 - 9:00 AM - Workshop - Jay Kilpatrick - Houlton Regional Hospital 

Dec 3 - 6:00 - Christmas Party - Potluck - Court Street Baptist Church 

Jan 7 - 6:30 - Monthly Meeting - Houlton Regional Hospital 

Jan 23, 24, 25 - Retreat - First Settler’s Lodge in Weston 

KEEP 
YOUR 

NEWSLETTER 
COMING!! 

PLEASE, PLEASE, 

PLEASE ...it is so important 

that we have your correct e

-mail address.  If you 

make a change let me 

know right away.  This 

will assure that you always 

get your newsletter.  You 

can also send to me at:     

jaf@pwless.net

«NAME» 

«ADDRESS» 

«CITY», «STATE»  «ZIP» 

COOL WEBSITES

Pine Tree Quilters www.mainequilts.org for statewide information 

including quilt shops.  

 
SEE MORE PHOTOS OF SHOW at http://www.firstchoicerealestate.com/   


